
Reception Curriculum Map Overview - Long Term Plan 
 
 

 
 

Autumn One Autumn Two Spring One Spring Two Summer One Summer Two 

Topic/Core texts Marvellous Me 
     - It’s Okay to be Different  
     - All are welcome 
     -The Family Book (Tod Parr) 
   - Families Around the World    
  (Twinkl PP) 
 
  Diwali (changes date each 
year)  
  - The Best Diwali Ever 
  - Rama and Sita 
 

 

Diwali (changes date each 
year)  
  - The Best Diwali Ever 
  - Rama and Sita 
  
  -The Colour Monster (Anna 
Llenas)  
 - One World Many Colours by 
Ben Lerwill  
Into the Woods 
  -Owl Babies 
  -Bear Hunt 
 
Christmas Texts 

Dinosaurs 
    - Dinosaur Roar! 
    - Bumpus Jumpus 
       Dinosaurumpus 
    - Dinosaurs Galore 
    - Dinosaurs and all that 
Rubbish 
    - Non fiction dinosaur 
books 
Lunar New Year  
 - The Magic Paintbrush by 
Julia Donaldson 
Traditional Tales 
  - Goldilocks and the 3           
  Bears 
  - The Gingerbread Man 

Traditional Tales continued … 
  
  - Hansel and Gretel African 
Version 
  - Red Riding Hood  
  - Anansi and Turtle go to Dinner 
NEW 
  -Handa’s Surprise  
 
Easter  

Growth 
  - The Tiny Seed 
  - Jack and Beanstalk 
  - The Growing Story 
  -  The Extraordinary Gardener by 
Sam Boughton 
  - One Moment in Time by Ben 
Lerwill 
 

Mini Beasts 
  - The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
  - Mad about Minibeasts 
   - Non Fiction Books   
   -The Weaver by Qian Shi 
    

Visitors and Trips Hedgehog Rescue/Owl 
Sanctuary to visit school 

 
 
 
 

Dentist   Walk to local Post Office 
Local church Easter Story 

 Foxburrow farm 

 
Personal, Social & 

Emotional 
Development 

 
School rules 

Myself and my family 
Identifying feelings 

 
 
 
 

 
Recognising and coping with 

big feelings 
Being kind 

Oral hygiene 
 

 
Respect 

Thinking of others 
Being brave 

 
Kindness 

Being a good friend 

 
Nurture 

Resilience 
Emotional needs 

 
Healthy eating 

Celebrating difference 

 
Communication and 

Language 
 
 
  

 
Listening and attention skills 

New school vocabulary 
Sharing likes/dislikes about 

stories 
Talk about families 

Ask questions about families 
around the world 

 
 
 

 
Listening and attention skills 
New vocabulary Diwali and 

emotions 
Recount main points of Owl 

Babies and Bear Hunt 
Ask questions, share 

experiences 

 
Listening and attention skills 
New vocabulary dinosaurs 

and Lunar New Year 
Ask questions about 

dinosaurs 
Describe and compare 

celebrations 

 
New vocabulary from stories. 

Anansi, Red Riding Hood.  
Ask questions about Easter and 

spring 
Discuss favourite parts of stories 

and why? 
 

 
New vocabulary growth 

Linking events in stories to own 
experiences 

Sequencing events and stories 
Ask questions, describe and 

compare  
Children around the world discuss 

same/different 
 

 
New vocabulary mini beasts 

Linking events in stories to own 
experiences 

Sequencing events and stories 
Ask questions, share ideas, explain 

facts. 



 
Physical Development 

 
Skills are practised 

throughout the year 
to allow competence 

and strength to 
develop and improve. 

 

Gross Motor 
PE Negotiating space and 

obstacles 
Core and shoulder strength  
Balance, throw, hang, crawl, 

bikes, run 
 

Fine Motor 
Dough rolling, squeezing, 

pinching 
Tripod Grip 

Writing position 
Using cotton 

buds/paintbrushes  
Scissor skills snipping 

Easy tweezers 
Threading beads 

Gross Motor 
PE Throwing and catching in 

small games 
Core and shoulder strength  
Balance, throw, hang, crawl, 

bikes, run 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Dough rolling, squeezing, 

pinching 
Tripod Grip 

Writing position 
Using cotton 

buds/paintbrushes 
Scissors skills a straight line 

Doing up zips 
Easy tweezers 

Hole punch 
Masking tape 

Gross Motor 
PE Gymnastics 

Core and shoulder strength  
Carry heavy objects, balance, 
throw and aim, jump, bikes 

and scooters 
 

Fine Motor 
Dough coiling, cutters   

Letter formation 
Thick and fine brushes 

Hole punch 
Masking tape 
Treasury tags 

Scissors skills a curved line 
Threading small beads 

Difficult tweezers 

Gross Motor 
PE Dance 

Core and shoulder strength  
Carry heavy objects, balance, 

throw and aim, jump, bikes and 
scooters 

 
Fine Motor 

Dough coiling, cutters 
Letter formation  

Weaving and wrapping 
Thick and fine brushes 

Hole punch  
Treasury tags 

Scissors skills an irregular shape 
Difficult tweezers 

Gross Motor 
PE Racket skills 

Core and shoulder strength  
Carry heavy objects, balance on 

higher equipment, throw and aim, 
jump, skip, hop 

 
 

Fine Motor 
Dough rolling a ball  

Scissor skills using cardboard 
Sewing paper with holes 

Split pins 
Weaving and wrapping 

Using all tools with confidence 

Gross Motor 
PE Sports Day skills 

Core and shoulder strength  
Carry heavy objects, balance on 

higher equipment, throw and aim, 
jump, skip, hop 

 
 

Fine Motor 
Dough rolling a ball 

Scissor skills using cardboard 
Sewing fabric 

Split pins 
Weaving and wrapping 

Using all tools with confidence 

 
Literacy  

 
 
 

 
Introduce RWI Set 1 sounds 

Identifying initial sounds 
Forming letters correctly 
Reading tricky red words 

Writing my name 
Introduce recognising capital 

letters 
 
 
 

 
Continuing RWI Set 1 sounds 

and special friends 
Reading tricky red words 

Writing initial sounds 
Forming letters correctly 

Writing CVC words 
Writing simple captions 

Capital letters 
 
 

 
RWI Set 1 special friends 

Begin Set 2 sounds 
Reading Set 1 and 2 words 
Writing tricky red words 

Writing CVCC words 
Writing captions 

 
 

Oral Storytelling 

Incy Wincy Spider 
Hey Diddle Diddle 

 

 
RWInc Set 2 special friends 
Reading Set 1 and 2 words 
Writing tricky red words 

Writing phrases 
Capital letters to start a sentence 

and full stops 
 

 
Oral Storytelling 

Humpty Dumpty 
Dr Foster went to Gloucester 

 

 
RWI Set 2 sounds 

Reading Set 1 and 2 words 
Reading set 1 and 2 word sentences 

Writing simple sentences 
Capital letters and full stops 

 
 
 

Oral Storytelling 

Pussy cat pussy cat 
1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive 

 
 

 
Continuing RWI Set 2 sounds 

Reading Set 1 and 2 words 
Reading set 1 and 2 word sentences 

Writing simple sentences 
Capital letters and full stops 

 
 
 

Oral Storytelling 

Hickory dickory dock 
Jack and Jill 

 
 

 
Mathematics 

 
Days of the week and 

months of the year 
will be covered using 
our wall calendar and 

ongoing stories, 
birthdays and topics 

related to time.  
 

 
Counting out loud 

Counting in correspondence 
Matching and sorting 
Comparing amounts 

Comparing size, mass and 
capacity 

Making simple and repeating 
patterns 

Subertising 
Investigating 5 

Identifying 1 more, 1 less 
 
 

 
Identifying 1 more, 1 less 

Representing numbers to 5 
Comparing numbers to 5 

Composition of numbers to 5 
Identifying 2D shapes 

Using positional language 
Identifying one more and one 

less 
 

 
 

 
Identifying 0 

Comparing numbers to 8 
Composing numbers to 8 

Comparing mass 
Comparing capacity 

Making pairs 
Combining two groups 

 
 

 

 
Length and height 

Time 
Comparing numbers to 10 

Number bonds to 10 
3D Shapes 

Repeating patterns 
 
 
 

 
Building numbers beyond 10 
Counting patterns beyond 10 

Spatial reasoning 
Adding more 
Taking away 

Shape arrangements 
 

 
 

 

 
Doubling 

Sharing and grouping 
Even and odd 

Positioning 
Patterns 

Maps and directions 
 

 
 
 



 
Understanding the 

world 
 
 

History  
Golden Threads 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
All about me  

How I’ve changed 
Families and communities 

Autumn  
Coping with feelings 

Forces sand and water. 
Exploring light with torches. 
E safety and mouse control  

 
Diwali 

Bonfire Night Guy Fawkes 
Explore and describe the 

woods 
Changes in the seasons 

Our local area 
Explore the globe 

Maps of Bear Hunt journey 
Changing materials freezing 

and melting 
The Christmas Story 

Christingle 
Mouse control, logging on 

 
 
 

 
Lunar New Year 

Exploring maps and the 
globe. 

Winter and changes in 
outside area. 

Changing materials, making 
playdough and porridge. 

Healthy eating 
Dinosaurs 

Mary Anning and fossils 
Beebots and use directional 

language. 
 
 
 
 

 
Local area mapping. 

Children around the world 
Spring and changes in seasons 

Changing materials water and ice 
Passing of time and the seasons 

The Christian Easter Story 
Beebots and use directional 

language 
 

 
Noah’s Ark 

Children around the world 
Growing seeds 

Well known buildings around the 
world 

Passing of time, seasons and years 
Growing from a baby to an adult 

Instructions for a Beebot. 
 
 
 

 
Special places within our school. 

Summer and changes in the 
seasons 

Explore globe and atlas 
Mapping of reception outside area 
Changes in children over the years 

Minibeasts 
 

 
Expressive arts and 

design  
 
 

 

 
Self portraits 

Mix own paint 
Select own brushes and 

materials 
Use a range of techniques to 

print 
 

Music  
Songs and rhymes 

Play instruments and explore 
rhythm and sounds 

 
 

 
Line drawing 

Adding white to mix colours 
Use a range of tools 

Salt dough divas 
Make stick puppets 

 
 

Music 
Songs and rhymes 

Play instruments and explore 
rhythm and sounds 

 

 
Vincent Van Gogh 
Collage dinosaurs 

Making lanterns with paper 
Printing 

Mixing shades of brown 
 
 

Music 
Sounds can be high or low 

Performing in a group 
Clapping a pulse 

 

 

 

 
Vincent Van Gogh 

Turtle collage 
Fruit printing 
Stick puppets 

Paper weaving 
 

 
Music 

Sounds can be high or low 
Performing in a group 

Clapping a pulse 
Percussion instruments 

 
Henri Rousseau 

Child size collages 
Observational drawings of plants 

 
 

 
 

Music 
Call and response songs 

Composing using pictures 
Percussion instruments 

 
Henri Rousseau 

Paper/collage mini beasts 
Pencil drawings 

Observational paintings 
 
 

 
Music 

Call and response songs 
Composing using pictures 
Percussion instruments 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10LGDbCmUn1AI8WOYpMZMWI-Hk-3G8DU4NLAoY8HThZc/edit

