
How to help your child 
with reading

Reading is one of the most 
important skills your child will 

learn. “The more you read 
the more you will know. The 

more you learn the more 
places you will go”.  Dr Suess 



All these things will help to build up 
connections in the brain, an enjoyment of 
language and confidence to try things out.

•Most important thing – from a 
very early age…

•Talking and listening
•Reading with and to your child

•Playing listening games
•Singing songs and rhymes



Read Write Inc  



Meet Fred Frog



Fred can only talk in sounds.
He says c-a-t. Not cat.
We call this Fred Talk.

Children learn to blend the 
sounds together to help Fred.



Blending

We begin blending as soon 
as the first few sounds are 

learnt:

mat sat pin tag sip gap nip



Some sounds have special 
friends. This is when 2 or even 3 

letters join together to make 
one sound.  

For example s and h make the 
sound sh when they are next to 

each other.

Special friends  



Special Friends



As we develop confidence…

• Fred Talk
• Fred in your head 
• Speed reading

paid      seat



Green Words

We use Fred Talk to decode 
green words.  



Red Words 

Red words are words in which 
the sounds don’t make the 

usual sound. We know it will 
be hard to Fred Talk these. 



Alien Words

These words are used in the Year 1 
Phonics Screening test. They help us assess 

the children’s phonic understanding. 



Fred Fingers for spelling

Say the word and pinch the 
sounds



RWInc strategies … some of the 
things you may hear about!

1,2,3 well done me!
Fan – tastic!
Spectacular!

Positivity and passion!
We all want the children 

to succeed 

Silent signals keep 
the pace

EVERYONE participates!
• Sticks of power
• TTYP
• MTYT 





Read Write Inc Lesson

Teach the sound

oa



Read Speed Sounds 

Read all previously taught sounds 
plus new sound



Read Green Words

Words with new sound – Fred 
Talk

goat   toast
boat   road

coat   



Fred in your Head

First sound out in your 
head then say it out loud

b-oa- t



Speedy Reading

How quickly can you read these 
words we have already been 

taught?



Fred Fingers for 
Spelling

Spell words including today’s sound



Use your Stick of Power

Take turns to point to the words so 
your partner can read them



Reading Book

Read your book with your partner



Well Done!

Hip hip hooray! – You 
were spec – tacular!







Play oral blending games

In the car, at tea time, walking to 
school…. 

Take turns to use Fred Talk and 
then guess the word.

“Let’s go to the p-ar-k”
“Pass the sh-a-m-p-oo”



Book Bags and Zip Wallets

Please make sure your child has a 
book bag to keep share at home 

books and library books in. 
RWI sounds, words and books as well as 

reading diaries are kept in zip wallets. 



Every Friday your 
child will bring 

home … 



Early Reading   

At the very first stage in 
Reception children will bring 
home the letter sounds they 
have been taught that week.



You may cut up these sound cards 
and use them as flash cards. 

Play games using Fred Talk and 
blending different sounds 
together.  m-a-d   S-a-m

How speedily 
can you read 
the sounds? 



Sound Level

First books with single words to sound out and 
blend.    



Ditty Level

Sheets with daily sounds, words and short stories  

4 sheets every Friday 



RWInc Reading Scheme.
They include the sounds your 

child has been taught in school.
Children should be able to 

decode the words and read with 
only a little support. 

Book Bag Books 



How to use the Book Bag Books 



Black and White 
Books

An exact paper copy of the book your child 
has been reading in school all week. They 

should be able to read this with 
confidence. 

Play games pointing to 
the sounds of the first 
few pages. Take turns -

can you catch each other 
out? 



How to use the Black and White 
Books

Do the same with the Green Word 
chart, Red Words and Story Green 

Words. 



Use the parent guidance …

All the books have helpful tips and ideas of 
questions to ask and how to develop 

comprehension.



Reading Log

Please read with 
your child at least 5 

times a week. 



Reading Log
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Share at Home Book

These are familiar and well 
loved stories your child has 

heard at school. 



Year Group Books 

• When your child 
completes the RWInc 
Programme they will 
move on to the Year 
Group books. By this 
stage your child will be 
confident at decoding 
new words so these 
books will help develop 
greater fluency and will 
focus on 
comprehension skills. 



Reading Book Stages



Remember - reading should be…

• Relaxed

• Fun 

• Positive

• Exciting

• Inspiring

When children feel 
successful they  rapidly 
develop confidence and 

fluency.

At Rushmere Hall we 
want to develop a life 
long love of reading.




