School Starts…
Thursday 6th September 8:55am
Welcome back everyone!
I hope you had a wonderful summer holiday. With one day to go we felt it would be useful to give you some key information before
the children come back to school.
Reception Intake
In order to support the transition from Nursery into full time reception please remember that during the first week of term
reception classes have slightly different timings:

FAQ – Why don’t the children in Reception start full time from day 1?
A – All children find it challenging coming back to school in September (after a six week break) and many find full days tiring at the beginning. In order to ensure a
smooth start to Reception, our tried and tested approach starts with shorter days which increase gradually. From experience, this leads to a more successful ‘pain-free’
start to your child's schooling.

Changes, events, anything to report from the Summer Holidays
Six and a half weeks is a long time! Lots of things can change over the summer break. Please let us know if there is anything we
need to know about before the new term starts. Teachers will meet the children in the playground as normal and will be out in the
playground before the bell. Please use this opportunity to pass over any useful information before the start of the school day.
Congratulations Mrs Garland
Congratulations to Mrs Garland who had a baby boy during the Summer Holidays.
Recruiting Fundraisers
Last year, our school Fundraising team raised valuable funds for our school to spend on very worthwhile projects. If you would like
to offer to support some of our school fundraising events then please send an email to Hazel using the following email address.
fundraiser@rushmerehall.org.uk
Please do not worry if you cannot commit to every event… even if you are able to help with one of the events across the course of
the year it would be very much appreciated.
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Green Cards
Last term, Green cards were issued to those children whose parents had given them permission to leave the school by themselves
to make their way home. Within the first week these will be reissued. If your child already had a green card they will be given a
fresh new one (in case the other one ended up in the washing machine!). As your child has now moved into a higher year group,
you may be considering allowing them to walk home by themselves. If that is the case, please complete the attached form and
hand in at the office or to your child's class teacher.
Meet The Teacher & Meet The Head Teacher & Deputy Head Teacher Meetings
See the information in the latter part of the newsletter about the Meet The Teacher Meetings.
Meet The Heads & Deputies – is an opportunity to find out more about Mr Fykin, Mrs Rogers and Mr Smith. It will also be a chance
to identify things, you feel, the school is doing well and to tell us things that you believe still need improvement. 12th Sept 18 2:50 3:30pm
FAQ – Why doesn’t the school run meetings later for working parents?
Across the course of the year, we aim to organise meetings at times that suit our parents.
Our two main parents evenings run up to 8pm, on two evenings, to enable all parents to attend. Music Concerts, Productions,
Fayres and events organised for the children e.g Discos all run during the evening to enable parents to attend. For those events we
rely on the goodwill of the staff to make these work. Same too can be said for the after school clubs, which our staff run in order to
make them free of charge for the children.
Over the last few years, we have experimented running events at later times but the turnout for these events has been poor.
Having staff members waiting at school until late for a small number of parents can be unproductive. Therefore a large amount of
the school events are organised at times which will capture the most parents. E.g. the Christmas Fete runs directly after school to
capture the most amount of parents around pick up times.
Organising events that run into the evening can prove difficult for staff with regards to their own child care arrangements and the
school leadership need to take this into consideration when mapping out events across the year.
We want parents to have strong links with the school and so if you are a working parent or have difficulty attending some of the
meetings (e.g Meet The Teacher) arranged by the school, please make contact with your child's class teacher. They will be more
than happy to accommodate and arrange a time to meet up. It may be possible to arrange a time to meet with the teacher before
work as a number of staff members are early starters.

This school is now one of the largest schools in
Suffolk. We have over 650 pupils and 150 members
of staff. Since increasing the size of the school from
two form to three forms of entry the senior
management team has grown and expanded in size.
Parents new to the school may not be fully aware of
all of the staff and their responsibilities.
In order for us to respond to any concerns, questions,
worries, it is important that you are aware of the right
person to approach. If you are unsure please ask the office
staff or a phase leader.
Some parents still believe that taking issues directly to the
Head teacher or the Deputy Heads will mean that it is dealt
with quicker or it will be taken more seriously. This is not
the case. The process is slowed down as the HT and DHT
will pass it back to the staff most able to deal with it; the
staff whose responsibility it is to handle your case. The HT
in particular is not always available as he may be on
courses, visiting other schools or in meetings with parents /
local authority / police / social workers. This will also delay
the response.
The diagram on the right shows who you need to contact
for different concerns or issues. These are staff members
best placed to address and respond to your concerns. In
most cases your child's class teacher SHOULD be the first
place to go.

Thank you to the parents who responded to Miss
Barnard’s request in a recent newsletter for play kitchen
resources.
If you have been having a sort out over the holidays, our
Nursery and Reception Classes would be grateful for any
of the following items (1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

Small cars
BRIO construction sets (tools etc)
Baby dolls
Dolls prams / buggies
Small world toys e.g. wooden fairy sets / minibeasts /
animals
(6) Barbies / action figure dolls and clothes
(7) Spare underwear (nursery size)
(8) Multicultural toys and books
(9) Puppets
(10)Small tables (plastic / wooden)
(11)Role Play Items e.g shops, homes
(12)Dolls houses / furniture & dolls
(13)Dolls Clothes
(14)Storage baskets (small)
Please pass these directly to the Nursery / Reception teacher or
for bigger item please bring to the school office.
Thank you….

–
New class
blogs will be
available
soon…
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The meeting content has been designed to deliver a
consistent message. Therefore, if you have more than
one child at the school, you’ll probably benefit from just
attending one meeting (perhaps with the teacher who
you haven’t met before!) You can then arrange a quick
‘catch-up’ with the other teachers at a different time.

What is it?
‘Meet the teacher’ is a chance for you to meet your child's new class
teacher. The teacher will clarify the expectations in the year group, PE
days, homework days, the new curriculum, collect names of parents who
are free to come in and help out and answer any questions you may have.
This is an important meeting and would be very useful for you to attend.
All of the queries, that you may have, can be answered at these meetings.
This should mean that right from the start, you are clear about how the
new class works.
If you are unable to attend please contact your child's class teacher who
can arrange for a copy of the slides to be sent home the following day.

2:50 – 3:30pm
Meet The Teacher Presentations

10th Sept 18 (Years 5C, 5CL & 6)
11th Sept 18 (Years 1 & 2)
13th Sept 18 (Year R)
14th Sept 18 (Year 3 & 4 & 5H)

What is it NOT?
‘Meet the teacher’ is not a traditional Parents
Evening. All parents will be with the class teacher
at the same time whilst the teacher introduces
themselves and talks about the year ahead.
If you have a concern about your child, please
arrange a separate time to discuss your child in
detail.

