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Dear Parents, 
Thank you for taking time to look at Rushmere Hall Primary School Nursery. We 
are a lovely school with wonderful, committed staff, excellent facilities and 
happy, inquisitive and motivated children. 

As a school we are honest and welcoming… and we are happy for you to pop in 
for a chat at anytime. We are constantly evolving and adapting to this ever 
changing world. 

If you have any questions about this presentation then please get in touch! 

Thank you… 

Head teacher 



Our mission is clear and precise…
We believe that children at our caring, happy and exciting school 
need to be prepared for the challenges in the wider world. Life is 
tough! 
Our job is to ensure our children are ready and robust enough to 
face it head on! To be brave, fearless and courageous! The 
academic elements are extremely important but we really do 
believe in the importance of care, nurture and personal skills. If 
these are strong and solid then children have the potential to 
thrive and are well placed to learn.

‘ready’

‘robust’



We believe that it is our mission to ensure that our children:
 Develop their character / personality and confidence and 
acquire positive learning behaviours by using our 10 key values.

 Build knowledge and skills by being immersed into our 
inspiring and bespoke curriculum.
 Broaden their life skills and their experiences through our 
toolkit curriculum.
 Are supported and nurtured through our Whole School Thrive 
Approach and our determination to ensure that we offer our 
children the absolute best we can.

‘develop character’
‘broaden life experiences’







At Rushmere Hall, we prepare our children for their future. 
We do this by equipping them with tools for life. 

Our children will know a lot and will be able to do a lot. 
Our children will work hard and be kind to people. 
Our children will be inspired by others and by the world around them.
Our children will be independent, resilient and able to live happily in modern 

British Society.

Technology 
Skills



Tapestry
A full record of your child's learning in school including 
photographs of their work and of them in action. 

The school has different ways for sharing 
information with you… 

Class Dojo
Tasks and challenges set by the class teacher can be 
accessed for home learning if you want it! 

ParentMail 
Newsletters and information for parents is received via 
ParentMail app. 

Website
www.rushmerehallprimaryschool.com
General information about the school is 
available on our school website. 
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It’s too big! 
My child will 

be lost 
there…

We are a big school! But it means we 
have more resources, more capacity 

and can create more opportunities for 
your child. Whilst the school is big, the 
ratio of adults to children is the same, 

children will eventually end up in a 
secondary school that may be three 
times the size and children love how 
much space they have in the school 

(it’s just the parents who panic!). 



Rushmere has a great 
reputation for 

supporting children 
with SEN… my child will 
get all the support  they 

need..

We are PROUD of our reputation and we 
strive everyday to do the very best we can 

for the children in our care. However, 
funding remains a constant challenge for 
us and whilst we are creative in the way 

we support children, money does prevent 
us from doing certain things. If your child 
has an additional need… talk to us… we 
will tell you what we can offer and what 

we can’t. You can then make an informed 
decision from there. 



I want my 
child to play 
in Nursery…

Just because we are a school does 
not mean children do not play. We 

know that the best way children 
learn is through play. Both our 

Nursery and Reception classes have 
play based elements to them. The 
play though is planned so that it 
develops their skills and exposes 

them to a range of different 
challenges. 



School nurseries 
are really serious!  

Children sit at 
desks!

This is absolutely not the case. 
School Nurseries are just as fun as 

other nurseries… the children don’t 
just come in and sit at desks. They 
learn through play. They do carry 

out activities on the carpet area, in 
the role play areas, outside and 
sometimes at desks. This makes 

transition into Reception and 
beyond much easier.  



I need full 
time 

childcare!

From September 2020, our 
nursery will offer flexible 

options for parents from 15 
hours up to 30 hours per 

week. Those not eligible for 
the 30 hours top up can pay 

for the additional hours. 



Benefits…
We have:
- A qualified teacher leading the class
- An early years practitioner in the class (Full 

time) 
- A structure that compliments a Reception class 

which in turn eases the transition process into 
the school 

- Lessons and routines that slowly build up in 
readiness for school entry 

- The stability and assurance of being a bigger 
broader entity with a governing body and 
greater accountability. 



Benefits…
We have:
- The same uniform as the rest of the school, 
resulting in a sense of belonging 
- PE lessons involving changing and using school 
facilities
- The use of school grounds and equipment –
resulting in a familiarity of the school (aiding 
transition)
- Use of the Secret Garden/wildlife area each 
week



Benefits…
We have:
- Sports days on the school grounds
- Location and times that ease picking up and dropping off siblings
- Involvement within the whole school for events and occasions 
which helps the children become familiar with other members of 
staff around the school
- One of the biggest advantages in attending our Nursery, is that 
children will have friends going up into the main school with 
them
- Nursery pupils also learn the school routines and school layout 
and can navigate their way around 



Benefits…
- On average, children in our Nursery achieve 

higher results in phonics, KS1 and KS2 tests as 
they have been with us for longer. 

- A Nursery teacher who has worked in multiple 
year groups and knows exactly what the 
children need ready for the future. 

- Read Write Inc (the programme we use for 
teaching reading across the whole school) is 
started in our Nursery. This means our Nursery 
children end up reading much quicker.  



As a parent you will know what your child needs… we 
are blessed in this area to have some amazing 
childminders. However, a nursery and a childminder 
offer something different and it depends on your child 
(and you to some extent) about where you consider the 
best place for your child to be.

If you are not sure… we can talk you through the pros 
and cons of each. There will be no ‘sales pitch’. We want 
you and your child to be happy and if we think that a 

nursery is not appropriate… we will say. 



Benefits…
We have:
- From September 2020, the school have the 

ability to offer full time placements in the 
school nursery. 

- The school nursery is still able to offer part 
time options, including a mix of full days and 
half days. 



Our nursery is well resourced; both from a staffing perspective and a resources 
perspective. 

Staffing 
 1x Class Teacher (Full time) 
 1x Early Years Practitioner (Full time)
 + additional 1:1 staff (if needed) 
 Access to additional first aid trained staff, intimate care 

providing staff, admin / office staff, Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator and Family Liaison Manager 

Facilities 
 Separate Nursery entrance 
 Secure fully equipped Nursery classroom with toilet area 

inside that space 
 Secure Nursery outside play area (under cover and open 

air) 
 Separate Nursery cloakroom area and welcome room 

(with toilet facilities). Pupils have their own allocated 
space and pegs. 

 Access to the Secret Garden and school field 
 Additional learning areas outside the classroom for 

focused learning and intervention. 



 When you arrive at our school nursery you will notice that it has its own dedicated entrance. 
 There is space for all pupils to have their own pegs with space for wellies and bags too. 
 The entrance area also has a toilet, if your child needs to use the toilet before coming into school. 
 Notices for parents are stored on the display board and communication book is available to allow 

parents to pass messages to the staff without needing things to be discussed in front of the children. 



 Dedicated toileting area within the Nursery classroom space. 
 Secure double handle doors to ensure pupils are safe within the nursery classroom. 
 Carpeted areas, role play areas and workstations in place. 
 Classroom has full interactive technology; Touch Screen 64” TV for teaching, visualisers for projecting 

from a camera to the main screen and iPads / laptops for pupil use (where needed). 



 Secure Nursery outdoor play area (with partial undercover sections for wet weather). 
 Access to the Secret Garden (Orchard area) 
 Access to the KS1 Playground. 
 Access to the whole school field. 
 Access to KS1 and KS2 sports hall for P.E. and assemblies. 

‘open space’

‘great facilities’



An example 
morning in 
Rushmere 
Nursery 



Each week the pupils have an 
opportunity to visit and learn in 
the secret garden.
Please make sure they have 
named wellies in nursery, as it 
can get pretty muddy down 
there!



At Rushmere Hall we use the Read Write Inc (RWI) 
programme to get children off to a flying start 
with their literacy. RWI is a method of learning 
centred round letter sounds and phonics, and we 
use it to aid children in their reading and writing.

Results in this school have rocketed since 
launching Read Write Inc Phonics. We start 
teaching phonics using this process in our Nursery 
Class. 



Children love bringing objects in to share, so 
Show and Tell is a good time to do this.

Every Wednesday and Friday children can bring 
something from home to show the class.
- Wednesday is the sound that we are focusing on 
- Friday is the colour of the week.

Sheets will be handed out each half term to tell 
you what the children need to bring in. Please 
make sure it’s labelled!



Continuous Provision is a selection of resources 
and areas within the learning environment that 
have been laid out for children to explore safely 
and freely in order to continue their learning in 
the absence of an adult. 

The activities should be challenging, engaging and 
perfect for encouraging children to be 
independent, active learners and to take control 
of their own learning. 



Your child has the opportunity to get 
a library book from the Nursery 
library. A member of staff will change 
their book on Tuesday and you can 
change it again on Friday if you wish 
to do so. 
Please send in a blue book bag if you 
would like your child to take part in 
this.



Every week a child will be picked to have a visit 

from our class Gruffalo. He will come home with 

your child on a Friday and stay for the weekend, 

returning to Nursery on Monday.

You can write about all the exciting things you 

have got up to and may even choose to add 

pictures. This will be shared with the class during 

circle time. 



The children will not change for PE in the 
first term. 
We will have a PE slot and go down to the 
hall for circle and parachute games. This gets 
them used to going to the hall. 

After Christmas the children will need a 
named PE kit. If you can practise getting 
changed at home, this is a great advantage 
when they come into school. 
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Children are eligible for a Nursery place, the term after their third 
birthday, if one is available. The grid below shows how that works. 

If my child turns 3 years old…

between the… 
1 April and 31 August
this year

between the… 
1 September and 31 
December 

between the… 
1 January and 31 
March 

Then they can start Nursery…

AUTUMN TERM 
September

SPRING TERM 
January 

SUMMER TERM
April 



All pupils
15 hours free

(5 x 3 hour sessions)

Extra 15 hours free
(If eligible) 

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-
calculator

All pupils receive 15 hours of free nursery child care (5 x 3  hour sessions). 
There is the possibility of increasing the number of sessions your child 
attends.  
Some parents will be eligible to claim funding for an additional 15 hours. 
If you are not eligible you can pay for the additional hours. 

Extra 15 hours paid

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator


AM only 
(15 hours) 

PM only 
(15 hours) 

Full time 
(30 hours)1 2

Mon 
(all day) 2

Tues 
(all day) 2

Wed
(am)

Wed
(pm)

Thu 
(all day) 2

Fri
(all day) 2

The school nursery offers different combinations of hours to suit all parents. Parents 
can select any one of the preset grouping arrangements or decide to personalise the 
timetable to match with their work commitments etc. 

Choices for parents…

1 If eligible, parents can claim the additional 15 hours. Those who are not eligible will need to pay for 
the additional 15 hours. 
2 For all pupils, payment for lunchtime is not included. This will be an additional weekly payment.

Preset Options

Build 
your 
own

(15hrs +)

Personalise



AM session PM session

Full day session 

Doors close at 9am Doors close at 12:45pm

The Nursery doors open 
slightly earlier than 
3:30pm giving you time 
to pick your Nursery 
child first and then 
wander round to pick up 
siblings. 

How do I pick up 
other siblings 
who finish at the 
same time? 



Full time 
(30 hours)

We are aware that some of our parents may require wraparound care. The school 
currently has its own breakfast club ‘Rise and Shine’ which operates on a daily basis. 
From September onwards, the school will have Nursery only after school club 
provision for those parents who need this facility. 

The wraparound care offer.. 

 Available from 7:30 – 8:55am 
 All ages
 Additional payment

N ursery
After School Club

Rushmere Hall 

 Available until 6pm
 Nursery ages only
 Additional payment 



The application process is reasonably straightforward… if you require any additional 
information about this process then contact the Admission Manager at the school 
using the form on the website. 

Admissions Process

1 Collect the Nursery Admission form from the school office (NA1) 
Or, Download the Nursery Admission form (NA1) from the school website

2 Complete form NA1
Return to the school office by post or by email
See if you are eligible for additional 15 hours free
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator

3 Verify your child's age by showing us a birth certificate 

4 When the school has received your application we will contact you to find 
out (a) what days / times you need (b) what additional funding is needed 

Confused?
We have a form on 
the website where 
you can request a 
call back from the 
school to explain 
this process.

We will send you an Acceptance Form which confirms the days / times you 
have chosen. Sign and return to us. 

5

https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator


June / July
Two ½ day sessions in school 

- Meet the teacher 
- Reduced session times 

Induction & transition is incredibly important for children within the Nursery class. For many this would be the 
first time that children would have been looked after by someone other than a parent.  Below is an example 
transition plan for children who start in September. Pupils are able to start at other times but many choose 
September because it ‘feels’ like the most natural start point.  

May / June 
Contact with other provider

School makes contact with other 
providers (if utilised) in order to gather 

information about the children 

September
Home visits

Class teacher visits home setting in order 
to gather more information before child 

starts in the Nursery 

September
Staggered integration

After the home visit the class teacher 
will arrange for a staggered integration, 

slowly building up the days and the 
hours until child is settled. 

June 
Parent Induction Meeting 

We invite parents into school to find out 
more about the Nursery and the 

transition process. 

September
Full integration

By the time we reach the mid/end of 
September children are settled into 
Nursery and are happy and content. 



There are a few simple things you can do to 
get your child ready to come to Nursery.
1. Practise getting changed independently 

in the mornings/evenings and putting 
coats on.

2. If they are in nappies, try and get potty 
trained over the Summer

3. If they have not been to a previous 
setting or been left before – try leaving 
them for a short space of time with a 
relative or someone they know well.



If you need any more 
information about 
Nursery please use the 
contact form on our 
website and we’ll be in 
touch! 


