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Dear Parents, 
Thank you for taking time to look at Rushmere Hall Primary School Reception. 
We are a lovely school with wonderful, committed staff, excellent facilities and 
happy, inquisitive and motivated children. 

As a school we are honest and welcoming… and we are happy for you to pop in 
for a chat at anytime. We are constantly evolving and adapting to this ever 
changing world. 

If you have any questions about this presentation then please get in touch! 

Thank you… 

Head teacher 



Our mission is clear and precise…
We believe that children at our caring, happy and exciting school 
need to be prepared for the challenges in the wider world. Life is 
tough! 
Our job is to ensure our children are ready and robust enough to 
face it head on! To be brave, fearless and courageous! The 
academic elements are extremely important but we really do 
believe in the importance of care, nurture and personal skills. If 
these are strong and solid then children have the potential to 
thrive and are well placed to learn.

‘ready’

‘robust’



We believe that it is our mission to ensure that our children:
 Develop their character / personality and confidence and 
acquire positive learning behaviours by using our 10 key values.

 Build knowledge and skills by being immersed into our 
inspiring and bespoke curriculum.
 Broaden their life skills and their experiences through our 
toolkit curriculum.
 Are supported and nurtured through our Whole School Thrive 
Approach and our determination to ensure that we offer our 
children the absolute best we can.

‘develop character’
‘broaden life experiences’







At Rushmere Hall, we prepare our children for their future. 
We do this by equipping them with tools for life. 

Our children will know a lot and will be able to do a lot. 
Our children will work hard and be kind to people. 
Our children will be inspired by others and by the world around them.
Our children will be independent, resilient and able to live happily in modern 

British Society.

Technology 
Skills



Tapestry
A full record of your child's learning in school including 
photographs of their work of them in action. 

The school has different ways for sharing 
information with you… 

Class Dojo
Tasks and challenges set by the class teacher can be 
accessed for home learning if you want it! 

ParentMail 
Newsletters and information for parents is received via 
ParentMail app. 

Website
www.rushmerehallprimaryschool.com
General information about the school is 
available on our school website. 
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It’s too big! 
My child will 

be lost 
there…

We are a big school! But it means we 
have more resources, more capacity 

and can create more opportunities for 
your child. Whilst the school is big, the 
ratio of adults to children is the same, 

children will eventually end up in a 
secondary school that may be three 
times the size and children love how 
much space they have in the school 

(it’s just the parents who panic!). 



Rushmere has a great 
reputation for 

supporting children 
with SEN… my child will 
get all the support  they 

need..

We are PROUD of our reputation and we 
strive everyday to do the very best we can 

for the children in our care. However, 
funding remains a constant challenge for 
us and whilst we are creative in the way 

we support children, money does prevent 
us from doing certain things. If your child 
has an additional need… talk to us… we 
will tell you what we can offer and what 

we can’t. You can then make an informed 
decision from there. 



I want my 
child to play 

in Reception…

Just because we are a school does 
not mean children do not play. We 

know that the best way children 
learn is through play. Both our 

Nursery and Reception classes have 
play based elements to them. The 
play though is planned so that it 
develops their skills and exposes 

them to a range of different 
challenges. 



Reception class is 
really serious!  
Children sit at 

desks!

This is absolutely not the case. In 
reception classes the children don’t 
just come in and sit at desks. They 
learn through play. They do carry 

out activities on the carpet area, in 
the role play areas, outside and 
sometimes at tables. This makes 
transition into Year 1 and beyond 

much easier.  



Does my child 
have to wait until 
after Christmas to 
start in Reception?

We encourage our parents 
to bring their children full 
time into our Reception. 

Whilst some children may 
need a slower transition, 

many thrive when coming in 
regularly and learning 
alongside their peers. 



Benefits…
We have:
- A qualified teacher leading the class
- An additional adult in the class (Full time) 
- Lessons and routines that slowly build up in 

readiness for school entry 
- The stability and assurance of being a bigger 

broader entity with a governing body and 
greater accountability. 



Benefits…
We have:
- The same uniform as the rest of the school, 
resulting in a sense of belonging 
- PE lessons involving changing and using school 
facilities
- The use of school grounds and equipment –
resulting in a familiarity of the school (aiding 
transition)
- Use of the Secret Garden/wildlife area each 
week



Benefits…
We have:
- Sports days on the school grounds
- Location and times that ease picking up and dropping off siblings
- Involvement within the whole school for events and occasions 
which helps the children become familiar with other members of 
staff around the school
- Reception pupils also learn the school routines and school layout 
and can navigate their way around 



Benefits…
- Read Write Inc (the programme we use for 

teaching reading across the whole school) is 
started officially in our Reception. Since 
introducing Read Write Inc our children are 
learning to read quicker. 



Our Reception is well resourced; both from a staffing perspective and a resources 
perspective. 

Staffing 
Each class has…    
 1x Class Teacher or job share team  
 1x Additional Support Staff member (Full time)
 + additional 1:1 staff (if needed) 
 Access to additional first aid trained staff, intimate care 

providing staff, admin / office staff, Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator and Family Liaison Manager 

Facilities 
 Individual Reception Class entrances 
 Each reception class has their own cloakroom area 
 Reception classes have dedicated toilet areas of reception pupils
 Each reception class has an additional work area outside their 

classroom, an undercover outdoor area and access to the large 
reception outdoor play area. 

 Secure fully equipped Reception classroom with interactive touch 
screens t.v’s and visualisers

 Access to the school swimming pool (Summer Term only)







 Secure Reception outdoor play area (with partial undercover sections for wet weather). 
 Access to the Secret Garden (Orchard area) 
 Access to the KS1 Playground. 
 Access to the whole school field. 
 Access to KS1 and KS2 sports hall for P.E. and assemblies.
 Access to the wildlife areas, including a secure pond.  

‘open space’

‘great facilities’



An example day in Rushmere Reception



Each week the pupils have an 
opportunity to visit and learn in 
the Secret Garden.
Please make sure they have 
named wellies in Reception, as it 
can get pretty muddy down 
there!



At Rushmere Hall we use the Read Write Inc (RWI) 
programme to get children off to a flying start 
with their literacy. RWI is a method of learning 
centred round letter sounds and phonics, and we 
use it to aid children in their reading and writing.

Results in this school have rocketed since 
launching Read Write Inc Phonics. We start 
formally teaching phonics using this process in 
our Reception Class. 



Children love bringing objects in to share, so Show and Tell is a 
good time to do this.

One day each week the children can bring something from home 
to share with their class that is linked to the learning that is taking 
place, but please make sure it’s labelled! 

Each week, you will be informed of what the children need to 
share via the Reception blog, as well as a poster that is displayed 
on the class notice board. These are located next to the door that 
the children are collected from at the end of each day.

The day for Show and Tell will be determined once the Reception 
Timetable has been set.  



Continuous Provision is a selection of resources 
and areas within the learning environment that 
have been laid out for children to explore safely 
and freely in order to continue their learning in 
the absence of an adult. 

The activities should be challenging, engaging and 
perfect for encouraging children to be 
independent, active learners and to take control 
of their own learning. 



Your child has the opportunity to get 
a library book from the main school 
library. A member of staff will escort 
the children to the library once each 
week, but this can only be changed if 
they have their library book in school.  
It is therefore suggested that this is 
kept in their blue book bag when it is 
not being read at home.



The children will have a dedicated PE lesson 
each week with a fully qualified PE specialist 
teacher. They will also participate in other 
physical activities with their class teacher. 

The children will need a named PE kit, 
including jogging trousers and a long-sleeved 
top. If you can practise getting changed at 
home, this is a great advantage when they 
come into school. 
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We encourage all children who are 
aged 4 to join our Reception Class 
for a September start. 
We can be flexible with start dates depending on when your 
child was born. However, in most cases, it is best for your child 
to start school with their peers at the same time. 



Full day sessions 



Full time 

We are aware that some of our parents may require wraparound care. The school 
currently has its own breakfast club ‘Rise and Shine’ which operates on a daily basis. 
The after school club, which operates on our site, is run by an external provider 
‘Rainbow Brite’

The wraparound care offer.. 

 Available from 7:30 – 8:55am 
 All ages
 Additional payment

RAINBOW BRITE 
After School Club

At Rushmere Hall 

 Available until 6pm
 All ages from Reception upwards
 Additional payment 



The application process is reasonably straightforward… if you require any additional 
information about this process then contact the Admission Manager at the school 
using the form on the website. 

Admissions Process

1
The Local Authority manage admission to our Reception. Each year there is 
a deadline for Reception applications to be made. 
To make an application… 

Complete a CAF1 form either online      
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-
places/apply-for-a-primary-school-place-20202021/
Or Download and print a form and send this to the address on form. 
If you have missed the deadline for applying complete a CAF1 to start in 
September. 

2

3

Confused?
We have a form on 
the website where 
you can request a 
call back from the 
school to explain 
this process.

After September, if you are new to the area or want to move to Rushmere
Hall Primary School. You can make an ‘in year’ application (CAF2 form). 

Unsure about what form to complete… please contact the school office or 
the SCC admissions team to double check. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/schools/school-places/apply-for-a-primary-school-place-20202021/


June / July
Two ½ day sessions in school 

- Meet the teacher 
- Reduced session times 

Induction & transition is incredibly important for children within the Reception classes.

May / June 
Contact with other provider

School makes contact with other 
providers (if utilised) in order to gather 

information about the children 

June 
Parent Induction Meeting 

We invite parents into school to find out 
more about Reception and the transition 

process. 

September
Full integration

In September children start with a short 
and pain free integration. We aim for 
the children to be full time as soon as 

possible.



If you need anymore 
information about 
Reception, please use 
the contact form on our 
website and we’ll be in 
touch! 


